
Valley Center High School Band Syllabus 2017-2018 
Welcome to the Valley Center High School Band Program!  

Jan Verboom and Amanda Jolly, Co-Directors of Instrumental Music 

Eddie Ciesielski, Band-Aide President vcbandaide@gmail.com  

 
Band is a co-curricular subject; therefore grades are based on both in class and out of class 

participation and activities. We maintain a VERY active schedule…Please stay up to date by visiting 

www.vcbands.webs.com and signing up to receive email notifications. We also maintain Facebook pages 

(VC Band-Aide, Color Guard, and Band) and use Remind 101 this year-text 81010 and put @vchsband 

in the message box to receive text reminders of rehearsals and events! You are also invited to join the 

Band-Aide Parent Support Group-next meeting is Aug. 24th at 7:00pm!  

 

Required Materials: Instrument (must be in good, working condition), Foundations for Superior 

Performance Warm Up and Technique Book , Reeds, Valve Oil, Cork Grease, Stick Bags/Mallets/Drumsticks, 

Music, Pencils, Dot Book. Failure to have required materials will result in loss of daily points. Foundations 

book must be purchased and obtained by all students no later than November 1st, 2017. Also-PLEASE TAG 

ALL INSTRUMENTS with names and contact info-old luggage tags work great! 

 

Band Member Behavior Expectations: Be on time. Be courteous and professional in all your interactions 

(this includes staff, chaperones, bus drivers, other band members, etc). Take care of your instrument and the  

band’s  equipment-it’s expensive! Follow all VCHS rules and regulations as outlined in the Student Handbook-

please note the policies  on attendance, tobacco use, and being under the influence of drugs or alcohol. If that is 

suspected, and a student is participating in a band function, he/she will immediately be turned over to school 

administration and law enforcement may be called.   

 

Ensembles and Playing Opportunities:  

-Marching Band (all members-August through late Oct/early Nov). Also includes  drum line and color guard 

(by audition only) 

-Wind Ensemble/Concert Band-all band members audition for a spot in one of these two concert ensembles. 

Audition music is pulled from the District Audition excerpts and is available in class in mid-September. 

Students wishing to obtain it sooner may ask the directors. 

-Jazz Band  Meets second hour. Open to anyone playing a traditional jazz instrument; rhythm parts will be 

auditioned (set, piano, bass guitar, guitar). 

-Pep Band- (Optional) meets the month prior to basketball s eason to rehearse 3x/week after school. After the 

season begins, there is no more rehearsal-students meet only at the games. *Includes extra fees* 

-District and State Jazz Band/Concert Band/Orchestra . Students may audition for a spot in one of these 

prestigious honor ensembles in September/October. Information is made available in class -this requires some 

extra time outside of school. Audition materials are available on the KMEA website or from the directors.  

-Solo and Ensemble Contest. Students may participate in solo and ensemble contest-preparation for this 

usually begins in January. Small ensembles may have three to twenty people and are a great way to play with 

friends and learn new literature! Students first participate in district and then possibly state, depending o n the 

rating they receive at district. 

-Other honor ensembles: There are many other non-KMEA, non-KSHAA sponsored playing opportunities in 

the area; WYO, Sousa Band, etc. Directors will supply information as it is received, but the school and/or band 

program cannot pay any associated expenses (entry fees, uniform/travel expenses, etc). 

 

Grading policies: Grades are weighted within the following categories: Performances (40%), Daily Points 

(30%), Tests/Quizzes/Extra Rehearsals (20%), and Service Duties (10%).  

 

Performances are the band world’s version of assessments. They are a chance for us to show off our hard 

work, as well as the skills we’ve learned together. Performances set a base-line standard from which we can 

improve upon…therefore, they are a REQUIRED part of this class, and may only be excused for extreme, 

unforeseen circumstances (family death, severe illness -see the attendance policy below for more information 
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regarding performances). In addition to attendance, performance points can be lost for wearing the wrong or 

inappropriate attire (includes not having your show shirt during marching band), forgetting part of your 

uniform, or being disruptive during warm up time.  

 

Daily points are given for attendance, behavior and for having all needed materials  in rehearsal and class time. 

Please refrain from talking, texting, or eating/drinking (other than water). Chromebooks  are to be left in your 

band lockers or book bags unless other directions are given. Tuner/metronome/drill book apps are allowed on 

cell phones. Being tardy or having an unexcused absence will result in daily point deductions as well. Three 

tardies equals one absence; ten absences will result in the removal from the class and los s of credit (board 

approved attendance policy). Tardies and unexcused absences will also result in loss of daily points.  

 

Quizzes/Extra Rehearsals: Tests and Quizzes consist of playing and written exams.  This category may also 

include sectionals, or extra rehearsals (including Monday night rehearsals). Playing tests may be assigned at 

any time.  

 

Service Duties: A service duty is required by all students every nine weeks and is graded on a pass/fail basis. 

Service Duties include, but are not limited to, cleaning the band room, helping with uniforms, stacking chairs, 

taking attendance at middle school and elementary school concerts, etc. When a service duty is performed you 

MUST complete a Service Duty Form and turn it into the band directors for their approval. SERVICE DUTY 

SLIPS MUST BE TURNED IN NO LATER THAN ONE WEEK AFTER THE DUTY IS 

PERFORMED, OR IT WILL NOT COUNT! 

 

Extra Credit: Given at the discretion of the directors. May include participation in extra ensembles (pep band, 

jazz band, etc.), or attending a concert outside of the district. Extra credit will not be given to raise a grade 

lowered due to an unexcused absence.  

 

Attendance and Tardy Policy during the school day: Students must be in their assigned spot (parking lot, 

chair, etc.) at the exact time that rehearsal begins, otherwise they are considered “tardy.” Students arriving later 

than fifteen minutes will be considered “absent”. After the 3rd tardy, students will be referred to the office and 

will have one absence going against their ten allowed absences . All students arriving late to first hour band 

must have a pass from the office. Unexcused absences result in loss of daily points (please see grading policies 

above). Students should always check the board to find out where they are supposed to be, when.  

Attendance and Tardy Policy for extra rehearsals: Students who aren’t in their assigned spot at the exact 

time that rehearsal begins will lose 3 points towards that particular rehearsal. Students should always check the 

board to find out where they are supposed to be, when. Missing an extra rehearsal for work, not having a ride, 

or forgetting a rehearsal are examples of unexcused absences and will result in a 0 for that particular grade. If 

you have a conflict due to a sporting event or other activity, you must fill out a conflict form (available in the 

band room) and turn it in two weeks in advance, when possible. Conflict forms need to be sign by a parent for 

verification!  

Attendance and Tardy Policy for performances: Call times will be issued for each performance-being late 

to a call time will result in a loss of some performance points. Band athletes who miss for a sporting event will 

be required to play their parts for a director in order to receive credit for the missed event. It is the student’s 

responsibility to arrange this meeting. If there is any way for a student to participate in  both events, we ask that 

those arrangements be made. Unexcused absences and/or no parent contact from an absence will result in a 0. 

Missing for work, not having a ride, or forgetting a performance are examples of unexcused absences and will 

result in a 0. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Call Times:  Home Football Games: 

- Drumline - 5:15pm. 

- Drum Majors, Section Leaders- 5:30 pm.  

- Colorguard - TBD by Instructors. 

- Other Band Members - 5:45pm. 

  Home Basketball Games: 

- 45 minutes prior to the start of the game 

Concerts: 

- All members 1 hour prior to performance unless otherwise stated. 

 

 

Band Fees: Extra financial obligations include district charged fees and band user fees. 

 

District charged fees:  

$10-uniform cleaning (ALL marching band members, excluding color guard) 

$20-district instrument rental fee/month (anyone using a school owned instrument or equipment) 

 

Band user fees: 

$10-Band show shirt (required each year) 

$35-Marching band shoes  

$3-Marching band gloves 

 

Pep Band: 

TBD: Pep Band T-shirt/Polo 

$20: Dinner fee (students are fed dinner at each game) 

 

Other fees may be charged for lost or damaged uniform parts (students sign a user agreement each fall), lost or 

damaged music, and/or lost or damaged district instruments that goes beyond expected “wear and te ar.”  

Replacement uniform costs are as follows: Band Coat: $197.12, Breastplate: $92.80, Bibbers: $92.61, Drape: 

$32.88, Gauntlets: $34.95, Shako: $49.50, Garment Bag: $15.50, Duffel bag: $25.00. 

 

Forms: There are a number of forms that help to maintain an organized and functioning program. The primary 

forms utilized by the VC Instrumental Music Program are: 

 

Student Information Form/Media Release: Student/parent contact information. The signature of the student 

information page also constitutes a media release.  If a parent/guardian does not want their child’s name or 

picture published in any form of media published by the band program they should immediately inform the 

directors and the VCHS Office. 

Health/Trip Permission Form and General Release: This form is required in order to travel.  It is important 

that teachers, sponsors, and chaperones have the form allowing for emergency treatment to eliminate delays.  

A copy will be kept at the school and chaperones will have copies with them on all trips.   

Student Account Withdrawal Slip: Available in the band room. Need to be used whenever a student 

wants to pay for something using their account money.  

Conflict Form: Filled out and turned in to the band directors to notify them of a conflict with an event or 

rehearsal. Two weeks’ notice is preferred when possible. Parent signature required. FALL ATHLETES: It is 

VERY helpful to us if you can turn in a copy of your meets and games! 

Service Duty Forms: Filled out upon completion of a service duty. Parent signature not required.  

 

 

 

 

 



Valley Center High School Band 2017‐2018 Student Permission Form 

 

This permission form indicates that both our students and their parents are aware of the 

rules, guidelines and expectations of the Valley Center High School Band.  These policies 

can be found in the Valley Center High School Band Syllabus and Handbook, which is 

located on the band’s website and can be obtained from the director.  Please read, sign and 

return the following form. This  form must be submitted prior to your student being 

allowed to participate in any events and/or away‐from‐campus trips, in addition to the 

other forms handed out in class or sent electronically. Participation in the band is 

contingent on parents and students agreeing to these rules with special notice being given to 

the following: 

 

 All band members are expected to be at and on time for ALL rehearsals and 

performances unless given prior permission by the band director.  You are part of a team, 

and as such, your attendance is crucial. Please be aware of the board adapted student 

attendance policy. 

 Membership in the Valley Center High School Band is a privilege, not a right.  The 

expectation for behavior and conduct both in and out of band events is much higher for 

band students than for students not in our program. 

 Failure to consistently follow the rules and guidelines of our program will cause a 

student to be put on non‐performing status and/or removed from the program entirely. 

 All band fees need to be paid and accounts need to remain up to date.  It is not possible 

for our program to function if accounts are not paid in a timely manner. 

 The Valley Center High School Band has a no tolerance policy for alcohol and/or drug 

use.  Students found using alcohol or drugs of any type will be removed from the program. 

 

We, the undersigned member of the Valley Center High School Band and parent or legal 

guardian thereof, acknowledge that we understand the rules, regulations and expectations 

of all members of the Valley Center High School Band.  We further acknowledge that the 

student named below will accept the responsibilities and commitments that come with the 

membership in the organization, including the financial commitment.  We give our 

permission for the student named below to travel to and participate in all events scheduled 

for the band.  We waive all claims against chaperones, the USD 262 Board of Education, 

and any and all of its employees for an unforeseen illness, accident or injury that might be 

incurred by the student during the trip. 

 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature          Date 

 


